THE LONG WAY HOME

By Emily Rodda and Danny Snelll

TEACHERS’ NOTES 

By Margaret Stableford

Christmas is an exciting time in the lives of children and this delightful book can be used in a number of ways to assist classroom teachers in presenting a thematic approach to Christmas, one off activities or a non traditional starting point to set the scene and create interest at this exciting time of year.

Pre Reading Activities

· Show the cover to the students and have them make predictions about things like:-


· What do you think the story is about?

· Create a story from the title.

· What is the title?

· Who is the author/illustrator?

· What animals can you see on the cover?

· Where might the story be set?

CHRISTMAS

· What is Christmas?

· What do you do on the nights before Christmas?  If this activity is written or drawn, collate into a book for display purposes.

DURING READING

· Discuss the following phrases as they are read: 

· great snake sleeping

· top of the world

· tall white tree where the fierce sun hid

· swirling pool that stretched away forever

· sand was a long gold road

What objects/features are they describing?

· What animal is Digby? Get children to share their knowledge of wombats.

AFTER READING

Ask questions like:

· Where was Bright’s home?

· What was the best present of all?

· What happened to the sleeping snake?

· Who has the snuffly voice?

LANGUAGE   AND CRITICAL THINKING

· List the main events of the story.

· Describe the main characters.

· Make a cartoon strip with speech bubbles.

· Make a prediction as to what might happen after the story finishes.

· How long do you think Digby stayed?

· Create a different ending for the story.

· Create a concept map of the events as they unfold.

· Write a story that might continue on from where this one left off.

· Create word lists, jumbled words, crosswords, word finds etc.

· Find the students’ favourite parts of the story.

· Imagine being a character in the story and tell your tale.

· Match character names with pictures of the characters.

· Match statements with the characters that said them.

· Scramble sentences from the story and ask students to arrange them in order.

· Talk about favourite presents or what the students are giving their family and friends for Christmas.

· Make up a similar story using characters of your choice. 

· Write another story in a different setting using the characters from ‘The Long Way Home’.

· Retell the story in students’ own words, orally, written or visually.

· Discuss the personalities of the characters.

· Which character would the students like to be and why.

· There are many interesting action words (swept, glowed, hissed, burned, wrapped, glimmered)  in the story. Introduce these to the students and discuss other words that could be used instead.

· Language and imagery are used brilliantly in this story. Eg: white water hissed, fierce sun burned, the sky wrapped around the tree-tops etc. Use the examples to introduce students to this exciting element of our language.

· Discuss the use of metaphor in this story.

· Some words may need explanation either before or during the story eg:- glimmered, mist, snuffly, screechy, polish, wistfully, rumbly, fierce, curious, squawky etc.

· Create poems about parts of the story or the animals in it.

SOCIETY & ENVIRONMENT

· Research the Australian animals mentioned. 

· Find out about sugar gliders and wombats.  Make a display.

· Create an Australian fauna section of the room.

· Look at the natural habitat of the animals.

· Discuss conservation and our role in ensuring the natural habitat of these animals is preserved.

THE ARTS

· Discuss the artwork in the book.

· Create a poster to display in the reading corner or to advertise to the book.

· Paint or draw sections of the story and display as a frieze.

· Make a big book of Australian animals.

· Talk about the presents that were given to Fly, Ma, Pa, Auntie Bell, and Digby. Draw, paint, make, collect, display them.

· Dramatise the story. Small groups could be responsible for the different sections culminating in a short play.

· Write a song about the story or a song that one of the characters can sing.

· Create sound effects that can be played by the students during a re-telling.

· Listen to tapes of animal sounds.

· Make puppets and act out all or part of the story.

SCIENCE.

· Research Australian fauna and flora.

· Walk around the local district observing native trees that are flowering. Collect specimens to take back. Talk about native flora, draw and/or make the flowers.  Display the various varieties.

· What foods do the animals in the story eat? How do they find it? How do they eat it?

MATHS

· Make a pictorial time line of the events in the story.

· Make a time line until Christmas or other relevant event.

· Using the presents mentioned in the story, develop a maths theme around planning, buying, wrapping presents for the students’ family and friends.

· If working on the book at Christmas time, use Christmas catalogues for Maths activities. Eg Costs of goods. If you had a certain amount to spend what would you buy? Etc.

· Discuss value for money in relation to presents.

· Plan an excursion to the nearest environment where some of the animals mentioned can be found. Involve students in the costing of the trip.

· Using local maps, assist students in finding their own way home. Is there a short and a long way? What do they see along the way?

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

· What food do the animals eat? Compare diets of the animals in the story and/or other Australian animals and birds. 

· Discuss the differences between the animals in the story and the students’ pets. How and why must we treat them differently?
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