SCARY BEAR

By Tania Cox



    Illustrated by Danny Snell

TEACHERS NOTES

By Janet McLean 
This delightful new story by Tania Cox will be wonderful to share with young children in preschool and the early years of school. Danny Snell’s illustrations beautifully complement and enrich the story. 

Young children will love the humour and cumulative excitement, of this story about Bear who wakes up early from his long winter sleep, and sets out to surprise his friends. However, because the moose, birds, frog, squirrels, and beavers are not expecting him to be about so soon, they mistake him for a huge scary bear. Bear knows he isn’t a huge and scary bear, and he certainly doesn’t want to meet one, so he runs away, fast. He becomes a ‘scared’ bear, whose friends think he’s a ‘scary’ bear. In the end everyone (including Bear) is running away from him. “Look out! Look out! There’s a huge, fierce, mean, hungry, sneaky, scary bear about!”
Children will identify with Bear’s sense of anxiety as he tries to work out what is going on, and they will be relieved and satisfied when Bear finally discovers what the reader has known all along – that he is Scary Bear! Bear sees the joke and gives a great, big, giggling, gurgling, friendly laugh, which his friends recognise and at last they can all laugh about how a simple misunderstanding caused such a hullabaloo for them all.

SHARING THE BOOK WITH CHILDREN
Scary Bear provides many opportunities to support and extend young children’s own knowledge, interests and experiences. Areas of learning may include social, emotional and personal development – friendship, self-perception and misunderstandings; the lives, habits, habitats of bears and other wild animals. The narrative structure of Scary Bear is repetitive and cumulative, with a sequential plot that leads to a satisfying conclusion. The story invites participation and the repetition strengthens children’s understanding of this type of narrative structure.

Before reading the story with the children 

· Tell children a story about something scary that happened to you, or about a time you made a silly mistake that you could laugh about later. 

· Have the children relate stories about something scary that happened to them, or about silly mistakes they have made.

· Establish the concept of hibernation by showing children pictures of hibernating animals. Find out what the children already know about this concept.
· Tell a simple, sequential story about a bear hibernating for the winter, while the children pretend to be bears curled up, asleep in a cave for a long time, waking up, looking outside, having a last big stretch and yawn before going to find a friend. 
Reading the story with children
· Show children the book. Tell them the title of the story, ‘Scary Bear’

· What does scary mean? 

· Look carefully at the picture on the cover. Does Bear look scary? Why? Why not?

· Read the story. Allow time for children to make comments and ask questions.

· Emphasize the repetitive nature of the story by encouraging the children to join in the recurring and cumulative phrase/s eg. ‘Bear ran and ran…’, ‘Look out! Look out! …’

· Build up the suspense of the chase by emphasizing each new descriptive word.

· Point out that each new word is in bold, large print.

· Help children to ‘read’ the underlying theme. Eg. Why are the moose scared of Bear? Who is Bear running away from? 

· When reading the story use your face and voice to highlight bear’s growing anxiety. 

· You can also use pantomime to show how silly bear is to be running away from himself, and when he cries and laughs. 

· Before reading the conclusion of the story ask the children to predict what is going to happen after bear bursts into tears.

After Reading the Story 
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY


Discussion With Children

This book presents a number of concepts, which should lead to lively discussion based on children’s ideas, knowledge and experiences.

· Look at the cover again. Is Bear chasing or running away? Is he scary or scared? 

· Look at the first page. Talk about what bear has been doing all winter?

· Why doesn’t Bear go back to bed when he wakes up early?

· Look at the picture of Bear stretching. Why does the moose think Bear is scary?

· Why did Bear run away? Who is he running away from?

· Why were the squirrels worried about Bear being hungry? 

· How was Bear feeling when he tiptoed behind the rock? Was he being sneaky?

· When did Bear realise his friends were scared of him?

· Why did he start to laugh?

· How was the mix-up resolved?

· Look at racoon in the last picture. What is he doing?
Vocabulary

Scary Bear offers many opportunities for children to expand vocabulary knowledge. 

· Talk about how the accumulation of the scary words builds tension.

· What do these words mean - huge, fierce, mean, hungry, sneaky, crying?

· Talk about the noises the animals make when they see bear, eg the moose bellowed.

· Talk about other descriptive words that are used in the story, eg rumbling, yum yum..

Characters

· Who is the main character?

· How many other characters are there?

· Are all of the depicted characters mentioned in the text?

Setting

· Talk about where the story is set.

· Where would you find these animals? In the Australian bush?

· Where would you see these animals in Australia?

· Talk about bear’s cave, the weather, the vegetation.

Activities

· Imagine you are one of Bears friends. In your own words tell a story about how you felt and what you did when you saw Bear. 

· Imagine you are Bear. . In your own words tell a story about what it was like to have a scary bear that you couldn’t see chasing you. 

· Make up a ‘friendly’ story. Create a new beginning where Bear lets his friends know that he woke up early. Eg. Bear puts up a sign announcing he is awake, and visitors are welcome, and /or make invitations asking all his friends to a Waking-up / End-of-Winter / Start of Spring Party. One-by-one his friends arrive.

·  Illustrate and / or dramatise the stories about something scary that happened to you. (see Before reading the story). 

· Make a list of the words the Bear’s friends use to describe him. Have the children think of other ‘scary’ words to add to this list. Eg creepy, terrifying 

· Make a list of friendly words that Bear’s friends would have used to greet him, if they hadn’t been scared. Use these words to make a cumulative sentence. Eg. ‘Hooray! Hooray! There’s a big furry friendly, cuddly, etc… bear about.’ 

· Make a list of other descriptive words found in the story, eg. Grumbling, giggling, 

· Make a list of the animals in the story. Make another list of the plural word for each animal. What is the plural of moose?

· Display and read other books that have similar story structure (eg Bertie and the Bear and the Lion in the Night by Pamela Allen, The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle, The Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown)

· Display and read other books by Tania Cox and Danny Snell.

· Display and read other books that feature bears. eg. Baby Bear stories by Lorette Broekstra, Little Bear stories by Else Holmelund Minarik, Honey and Bear stories by Ursula Dubosarsky.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Discussion with children 

Danny Snell’s simple, bold illustrations perfectly capture the atmosphere of the story. While directly interpreting the text, the pictures also capture the humour of Bear’s predicament, and at the same time evoke his growing anxiety. 

· Look at the cover again. Is this a scary bear or a scared bear?

· How has Danny Snell made Bear look scary and scared at the same time?

· Look at the animals and draw attention to the way Danny Snell’s pictures capture fear, anguish, relief, happiness, etc.– eg. facial expression, body language.

· Talk about the style of the illustrations: the medium used, the way each illustration bleeds off the page, colours used for the setting and animals.

· Look at the second illustration where Bear picks up the cobwebs and leaves. Look at each picture to see what happens to the leaves through the story. Look at the last illustration. Where are the leaves? What is racoon doing?

· Look at how Danny Snell uses colour to contrast the warmth inside the cave and the cold outside.

· What is your favourite picture in the book? Why?. 

Design

· Is there a pattern to the picture and word placement throughout the book? 
· Where is bear placed on each double page spread? Why?
· Look for repeated phrases in the book. Are they always placed in the same position on the page eg.  He ran and ran…  Bear forgot all about…  Just then he heard…
· When does the pattern change? Why does it change?
· How does this change affect the pace of the story?
Activities 

· Look at others books by Danny Snell. Compare the techniques with those used in this book.

· Have children draw different scenes from the book. Display these sequentially as a frieze. Speech balloons could be added to show what the animals are saying.

· Have children draw alternative scenes for a ‘Friendly Bear’ story, add speech balloons with alternative dialogue.

· Have a look at other books that feature bears. Compare different visual interpretations of bears (eg. Baby Bear series by Lorette Broekstra, Little Bear series illustrated by Maurice Sendak, Honey and Bear series, illustrated by Ron Brooks.

· Have a look at each other’s drawings. Discuss how each child’s interpretation is unique. 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Discussion with children

Young children will readily relate to the personal, social and emotional issues that Bear faces in this story. 

· Talk about how Bear becomes a ‘Scary Bear’. What does Bear do to frighten the moose? Why don’t his friends recognise him?

· Talk about why is Bear scared. Why does he run away? Who is he running away from?

· Talk about how the misunderstanding is resolved. When Bear hears the word ‘Crying’ he finally recognises himself. Why didn’t he recognise himself as huge, fierce, mean, hungry, sneaky or scary?

· When do Bear’s friends finally recognise him? 

· Look at the last page. Talk about what the animals are doing and saying to each other.

FINDING OUT MORE ABOUT  BEAR AND HIS FRIENDS

Activities 

· Gather information about bears, using the library, the Internet, contacting the zoo and / or museum, talking with parents, grandparents, etc. 

· Make a ‘Bear’ learning area to display pictures, atlases, other books, etc that feature information about northern hemisphere animals, weather, vegetation, etc.

Find out:

· Where would you find bear and his friends? What countries?

· Which animals hibernate? Why do they hibernate?

· What do they do while they are hibernating? Do they sleep all the time?

· When do they come out of hibernation? Why?

· What happens to animals that don’t hibernate?

DRAMA

Scary Bear offers many cues for dramatic games and experiences.

· Group warm-up – bodies and voices – a stretching and yawning / roaring bear; a bear curled up asleep in a cave, waking up, stretching, and shaking out the winter’s sleep.

· Vocal exercises - Animal sounds, using the animals in the story. Sit in a circle. Children and adults take turns to make animal noises, for others to guess.

· Call and response exercises in pairs or groups ‘Look out! Look out!’ ‘There’s a huge scary bear about!’ Have enough groups to call out each sequence of scary words. 

· Actions from the story - stretching, looking around, running, hopping, scurrying, flying, diving, sniffing, hiding behind trees and rocks, peeking, crying, laughing. Whole group as one animal, or smaller groups as different animals. How does a bear move? A squirrel? A frog?  

· Picture postcards – small groups of children choose a picture from the book and recreate that image like a freeze frame. Look carefully at the characters – facial expressions, body language, postioning; include inanimate objects such as trees, stones, etc. 

· Develop the children’s own story telling – games and exercises to stimulate and challenge their imaginations Eg In a circle make up a cumulative “incredible Wake-up Party shopping list” 

· Act out scenes from the story.

· Have the children tell their parents about these activities so they can be acted out at home with the family – maybe write a newsletter or a postcard to take home.

FOLLOW UP

· Organise an End-of Winter Wake-up Party.

· Make invitations. Bring someone from home – a soft toy animal, a parent, or grandparent, maybe.

· Plan menu (the incredible Wake up Party shopping list?)

· Organise games, storytelling, etc.

· Have fun!

